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On Jan. 15, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) approved US$80 million in loans for
the Brazilian government earmarked for agricultural research and development. The US$135
million program, to be administered by the government's agricultural research department
(Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuaria-EMBRAPA), is focused on long-term development
of sustainable production systems in the south- central region. The R&D program consists of the
following components: advanced technology (biotechnology, informatics, and sophisticated research
instruments); second generation research (soil conservation, livestock breeding and production,
irrigation, harvest and post-harvest crop loss, agro-climatology, agro-industrialization, and seed
technology); diffusion and marketing of technology; and, institution building. Terms on US$67.5
million of the loan package are 20 years. For the remaining US$12.5 million, loan monies are to be
disbursed in cruzeiros from the IDB's Special Operations Fund, and the repayment period is 25
years. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 01/15/92)
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